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your collaboration for us to work to-
gether in a responsible way, to follow
regular order, and I am very proud that
every time that we have considered
legislation, we have done so in a very
inclusive, open way and we can show
results. With the passage of this bill,
we have passed 15 bills through the
House of Representatives. I am very
proud of that product. It shows the
things that can be done when we re-
spect each other despite our dif-
ferences. But we show the American
public that we are willing to work to-
gether on their behalf.

I also would like to take an oppor-
tunity to thank the staff that worked
on this legislation from the Small
Business Committee majority staff,
Tim Slattery and Michael Day, and
from the minority staff, Barry Pineles,
Kevin Fitzpatrick and Mike Smullen. I
strongly urge my colleagues to vote for
H.R. 3866, the Small Business Programs
Act of 2007.

_ GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3866,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3866, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)l of rule IX, I rise to
give notice of my intent to raise a
question of the privilege of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Resolved, That Richard B. Cheney, Vice
President of the United States, is impeached
for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that
the following articles of impeachment be ex-
hibited to the United States Senate:

Articles of impeachment exhibited by the
House of Representatives of the United
States of America in the name of itself and
of the people of the United States of Amer-
ica, against Richard B. Cheney, Vice Presi-
dent of the United States of America, in
maintenance and support of its impeachment
against him for high crimes and mis-
demeanors.

ARTICLE I

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
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tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, has purposely
manipulated the intelligence process to de-
ceive the citizens and Congress of the United
States by fabricating a threat of Iraqi weap-
ons of mass destruction to justify the use of
the United States Armed Forces against the
nation of Iraq in a manner damaging to our
national security interests, to wit:

(1) Despite all evidence to the contrary,
the Vice President actively and systemati-
cally sought to deceive the citizens and Con-
gress of the United States about an alleged
threat of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction:

(A) ‘We know they have biological and
chemical weapons.” March 17, 2002, Press
Conference by Vice President Dick Cheney
and His Highness Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince of Bahrain at Shaikh
Hamad Palace.

(B) ‘. . . and we know they are pursuing nu-
clear weapons.’ March 19, 2002, Press Briefing
by Vice President Dick Cheney and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in Jerusalem.

(C) ‘And he is actively pursuing nuclear
weapons at this time . . .” March 24, 2002,
CNN Late Edition interview with Vice Presi-
dent Cheney.

(D) ‘We know he’s got chemicals and bio-
logical and we know he’s working on nu-
clear.” May 19, 2002, NBC Meet the Press
interview with Vice President Cheney.

(E) ‘But we now know that Saddam has re-
sumed his efforts to acquire nuclear weapons

. Simply stated, there is no doubt that
Saddam Hussein now has weapons of mass
destruction. There is no doubt that he is
amassing them to use against our friends,
against our allies, and against us.” August 26,
2002, Speech of Vice President Cheney at
VFW 103rd National Convention.

(F) ‘Based on intelligence that’s becoming
available, some of it has been made public,
more of it hopefully will be, that he has in-
deed stepped up his capacity to produce and
deliver biological weapons, that he has re-
constituted his nuclear program to develop a
nuclear weapon, that there are efforts under
way inside Iraq to significantly expand his
capability.” September 8, 2002, NBC Meet the
Press interview with Vice President Cheney.

(G) ‘He is, in fact, actively and aggres-
sively seeking to acquire nuclear weapons.’
September 8, 2002, NBC Meet the Press inter-
view with Vice President Cheney.

(H) ‘And we believe he has, in fact, recon-
stituted nuclear weapons.” March 16, 2003,
NBC Meet the Press interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(2) Preceding the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq the Vice President was fully informed
that no legitimate evidence existed of weap-
ons of mass destruction in Iraqg. The Vice
President pressured the intelligence commu-
nity to change their findings to enable the
deception of the citizens and Congress of the
United States.

(A) Vice President Cheney and his Chief of
Staff, Lewis Libby, made multiple trips to
the CIA in 2002 to question analysts studying
Iraq’s weapons programs and alleged links to
al Qaeda, creating an environment in which
analysts felt they were being pressured to
make their assessments fit with the Bush ad-
ministration’s policy objectives accounts.

(B) Vice President Cheney sought out
unverified and ultimately inaccurate raw in-
telligence to prove his preconceived beliefs.
This strategy of cherry picking was em-
ployed to influence the interpretation of the
intelligence.

(3) The Vice President’s actions corrupted
or attempted to corrupt the 2002 National In-
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telligence Estimate, an intelligence docu-
ment issued on October 1, 2002, and carefully
considered by Congress prior to the October
10, 2002, vote to authorize the use of force.
The Vice President’s actions prevented the
necessary reconciliation of facts for the Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate which resulted
in a high number of dissenting opinions from
technical experts in two Federal agencies.

(A) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate stated ‘Lacking persuasive evidence
that Baghdad has launched a coherent effort
to reconstitute it’s nuclear weapons program
INR is unwilling to speculate that such an
effort began soon after the departure of UN
inspectors or to project a timeline for the
completion of activities it does not now see
happening. As a result INR is unable to pre-
dict that Iraq could acquire a nuclear device
or weapon.’.

(B) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate also stated that ‘Finally, the claims of
Iraqi pursuit of natural uranium in Africa
are, in INR’s assessment, highly dubious.’.

(C) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate references a Department of Energy
opinion by stating that ‘INR accepts the
judgment of technical experts at the US De-
partment of Energy (DOE) who have con-
cluded that the tubes Iraq seeks to acquire
are poorly suited for use in gas centrifuges
to be used for uranium enrichment and finds
unpersuasive the arguments advanced by
others to make the case that they are in-
tended for that purpose.’.

The Vice President subverted the national
security interests of the United States by
setting the stage for the loss of more than
3800 United States service members; the loss
of more than 1 million innocent Iraqi citi-
zens since the United States invasion; the
loss of approximately $500 billion in war
costs which has increased our Federal debt;
the loss of military readiness within the
United States Armed Services due to over-
extension, lack of training and lack of equip-
ment; the loss of United States credibility in
world affairs; and the decades of likely
blowback created by the invasion of Iraq.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney, by such conduct, is guilty of an im-
peachable offense warranting removal from
office.

ARTICLE II

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, purposely ma-
nipulated the intelligence process to deceive
the citizens and Congress of the United
States about an alleged relationship between
Iraq and al Qaeda in order to justify the use
of the United States Armed Forces against
the nation of Iraq in a manner damaging to
our national security interests, to wit:

(1) Despite all evidence to the contrary,
the Vice President actively and systemati-
cally sought to deceive the citizens and the
Congress of the United States about an al-
leged relationship between Iraq and al
Qaeda:
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(A) ‘His regime has had high-level contacts
with Al Qaeda going back a decade and has
provided training to Al Qaeda terrorists.” De-
cember 2, 2002, Speech of Vice President Che-
ney at the Air National Guard Senior Lead-
ership Conference.

(B) ‘His regime aids and protects terror-
ists, including members of Al Qaeda. He
could decide secretly to provide weapons of
mass destruction to terrorists for use
against us.” January 30, 2003, Speech of Vice
President Cheney to 30th Political Action
Conference in Arlington, Virginia.

(C) ‘We know he’s out trying once again to
produce nuclear weapons and we know that
he has a long-standing relationship with var-
ious terrorist groups, including the Al Qaeda
organization.” March 16, 2003, NBC Meet the
Press interview with Vice President Cheney.

(D) ‘We learned more and more that there
was a relationship between Iraq and Al
Qaeda that stretched back through most of
the decade of the ’90s, that it involved train-
ing, for example, on biological weapons and
chemical weapons . . .” September 14, 2003,
NBC Meet the Press interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(E) ‘Al Qaeda had a base of operation there
up in Northeastern Iraq where they ran a
large poisons factory for attacks against Eu-
ropeans and U.S. forces.” October 3, 2003,
Speech of Vice President Cheney at Bush-
Cheney ’04 Fundraiser in Iowa.

(F) ‘He also had an established relationship
with Al Qaeda providing training to Al
Qaeda members in areas of poisons, gases,
and conventional bombs.” October 10, 2003,
Speech of Vice President Cheney to the Her-
itage Foundation.

(G) ‘Al Qaeda and the Iraqi intelligence
services have worked together on a number
of occasions.” January 9, 2004, Rocky Moun-
tain News interview with Vice President
Cheney.

(H) ‘I think there’s overwhelming evidence
that there was a connection between Al
Qaeda and the Iraqi government.” January
22, 2004, NPR: Morning Edition interview
with Vice President Cheney.

(I) ‘First of all, on the question of—of
whether or not there was any kind of rela-
tionship, there clearly was a relationship.
It’s been testified to; the evidence is over-
whelming.” June 17, 2004, CNBC: Capital Re-
port interview with Vice President Cheney.

(2) Preceding the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq the Vice President was fully informed
that no credible evidence existed of a work-
ing relationship between Iraq and al Qaeda, a
fact articulated in several official docu-
ments, including:

(A) A classified Presidential Daily Briefing
ten days after the September 11, 2001, at-
tacks indicating that the United States in-
telligence community had no evidence link-
ing Saddam Hussein to the September 11th
attacks and that there was ‘scant credible
evidence that Iraq had any significant col-
laborative ties with Al Qaeda’.

(B) Defense Intelligence Terrorism Sum-
mary No. 044-02, issued in February 2002 by
the United States Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy, which challenged the credibility of infor-
mation gleaned from captured al Qaeda lead-
er al-Libi. The DIA report also cast signifi-
cant doubt on the possibility of a Saddam
Hussein-al-Qaeda conspiracy: ‘Saddam’s re-
gime is intensely secular and is wary of Is-
lamic revolutionary movements. Moreover,
Baghdad is unlikely to provide assistance to
a group it cannot control.’.

(C) A January 2003 British intelligence
classified report on Iraq that concluded that
‘there are no current links between the Iraqi
regime and the al-Qaeda network’.

The Vice President subverted the national
security interests of the United States by
setting the stage for the loss of more than
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3,800 United States service members; the loss
of more than 1 million innocent Iraqi citi-
zens since the United States invasion; the
loss of approximately $500 billion in war
costs which has increased our Federal debt;
the loss of military readiness within the
United States Armed Services due to over-
extension, lack of training and lack of equip-
ment; the loss of United States credibility in
world affairs; and the decades of likely
blowback created by the invasion of Iraq.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney, by such conduct, is guilty of an im-
peachable offense warranting removal from
office.

ARTICLE IIT

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, has openly
threatened aggression against the Republic
of Iran absent any real threat to the United
States, and done so with the United States
proven capability to carry out such threats,
thus undermining the national security of
the United States, to wit:

(1) Despite no evidence that Iran has the
intention or the capability of attacking the
United States and despite the turmoil cre-
ated by United States invasion of Iraq, the
Vice President has openly threatened aggres-
sion against Iran as evidenced by the fol-
lowing:

(A) ‘For our part, the United States is
keeping all options on the table in address-
ing the irresponsible conduct of the regime.
And we join other nations in sending that re-
gime a clear message: We will not allow Iran
to have a nuclear weapon.” March 7, 2006,
Speech of Vice President Cheney to Amer-
ican Israel Public Affairs Committee 2006
Policy Conference.

(B) ‘But we’ve also made it clear that all
options are on the table.” January 24, 2007,
CNN Situation Room interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(C) ‘When we—as the President did, for ex-
ample, recently—deploy another aircraft
carrier task force to the Gulf, that sends a
very strong signal to everybody in the region
that the United States is here to stay, that
we clearly have significant capabilities, and
that we are working with friends and allies
as well as the international organizations to
deal with the Iranian threat.” January 29,
2007, Newsweek interview with Vice Presi-
dent Cheney.

(D) ‘But I've also made the point and the
President has made the point that all op-
tions are still on the table.” February 24,
2007, Vice President Cheney at Press Briefing
with Australian Prime Minister in Sydney,
Australia.

(2) The Vice President, who repeatedly and
falsely claimed to have had specific, detailed
knowledge of Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass
destruction capabilities, is no doubt fully
aware of evidence that demonstrates Iran
poses no real threat to the United States as
evidenced by the following:

(A) ‘I know that what we see in Iran right
now is not the industrial capacity you can
[use to develop a] bomb.” Mohamed
ElBaradei, Director General of International
Atomic Energy Agency, February 19, 2007.

(B) Iran indicated its ‘full readiness and
willingness to negotiate on the modality for
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the resolution of the outstanding issues with
the TAEA, subject to the assurances for deal-
ing with the issues in the framework of the
Agency, without the interference of the
United Nations Security Council’. IAEA
Board Report, February 22, 2007.

(C) ‘. .. so whatever they have, what we
have seen today, is not the kind of capacity
that would enable them to make bombs.’
Mohamed El1 Baradei, Director General of
International Atomic Energy Agency, Feb-
ruary 19, 2007.

(3) The Vice President is fully aware of the
actions taken by the United States towards
Iran that are further destabilizing the world
as evidenced by the following:

(A) The United States has refused to en-
gage in meaningful diplomatic relations with
Iran since 2002, rebuffing both bilateral and
multilateral offers to dialogue.

(B) The United States is currently engaged
in a military buildup in the Middle East that
includes the increased presence of the United
States Navy in the waters near Iran, signifi-
cant United States Armed Forces in two na-
tions neighboring to Iran, and the installa-
tion of anti-missile technology in the region.

(C) News accounts have indicated that
military planners have considered the B61-
11, a tactical nuclear weapon, as one of the
options to strike underground bunkers in
Iran.

(D) The United States has been linked to
anti-Iranian organizations that are attempt-
ing to destabilize the Iranian government, in
particular the Mujahideen-e Khalgq (MEK),
even though the state department has brand-
ed it a terrorist organization.

(E) News accounts indicate that United
States troops have been ordered into Iran to
collect data and establish contact with anti-
government groups.

(4) In the last three years the Vice Presi-
dent has repeatedly threatened Iran. How-
ever, the Vice President is legally bound by
the U.S. Constitution’s adherence to inter-
national law that prohibits threats of use of
force.

(A) Article VI of the United States Con-
stitution states, ‘This Constitution, and the
Laws of the United States which shall be
made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties
made, or which shall be made, under the Au-
thority of the United States, shall be the su-
preme Law of the Land.” Any provision of an
international treaty ratified by the United
States becomes the law of the United States.

(B) The United States is a signatory to the
United Nations Charter, a treaty among the
nations of the world. Article II, Section 4 of
the United Nations Charter states, ‘All Mem-
bers shall refrain in their international rela-
tions from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, or in any other man-
ner inconsistent with the Purposes of the
United Nations.” The threat of force is ille-
gal.

(C) Article 51 lays out the only exception,
‘Nothing in the present Charter shall impair
the inherent right of individual or collective
self-defense if an armed attack occurs
against a Member of the United Nations,
until the Security Council has taken meas-
ures necessary to maintain international
peace and security.” Iran has not attacked
the United States; therefore any threat
against Iran by the United States is illegal.

The Vice President’s deception upon the
citizens and Congress of the United States
that enabled the failed United States inva-
sion of Iraq forcibly altered the rules of di-
plomacy such that the Vice President’s re-
cent belligerent actions towards Iran are de-
stabilizing and counterproductive to the na-
tional security of the United States.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
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his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore Richard B. Cheney, by
such conduct, warrants impeachment and
trial, and removal from office.

O 1400

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO). Under rule IX, a resolution
offered from the floor by a Member
other than the majority leader or the
minority leader as a question of the
privileges of the House has immediate
precedence only at a time designated
by the Chair within 2 legislative days
after the resolution is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Ohio will appear in the
RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

———

KIDS IN DISASTERS WELL-BEING,
SAFETY, AND HEALTH ACT OF 2007

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3495) to establish a National Com-
mission on Children and Disasters, a
National Resource Center on Children
and Disasters, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 349

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 2007".
SEC. 2. DEFINITION.

In this Act, the terms ‘“‘child” and ‘‘children”
mean an individual or individuals, respectively,
who have not attained 18 years of age.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

There is established a commission to be known
as the “National Commission on Children and
Disasters’ (referred to in this Act as the ‘“‘Com-
mission’’).

SEC. 4. PURPOSES OF COMMISSION.

The purposes of the Commission are to—

(1) conduct a comprehensive study to examine
and assess the needs of children as they relate
to preparation for, response to, and recovery
from all hazards, including major disasters and
emergencies;

(2) build upon the investigations of other enti-
ties and avoid unnecessary duplication, by re-
viewing the findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations of other commissions, Federal,
State, and local govermments, or mnongovern-
mental entities, relating to the needs of children
as they relate to preparation for, response to,
and recovery from all hazards, including major
disasters and emergencies; and

(3) submit a report to the President and Con-
gress on specific findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations to address the needs of children
as they relate to preparation for, response to,
and recovery from all hazards, including major
disasters and emergencies.

SEC. 5. COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION.

(a) MEMBERS.—The Commission shall be com-

posed of 10 members, of whom—
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(1) 1 member shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent;

(2) 1 member, who is of a different political
party than that of the member appointed under
paragraph (1), shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent;

(3) 2 members shall be appointed by the major-
ity leader of the Senate;

(4) 2 members shall be appointed by the minor-
ity leader of the Senate;

(5) 2 members shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(6) 2 members shall be appointed by the minor-
ity leader of the House of Representatives.

(b) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON SE-
LECTION.—The Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person shall be elected from among members of
the Commission.

(c) GOVERNMENTAL APPOINTEES.—An indi-
vidual appointed to the Commission may not be
an official or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(d) COMMISSION REPRESENTATION.—The Com-
mission shall include—

(1) representatives from private nonprofit enti-
ties with demonstrated expertise in addressing
the needs of children as they relate to prepara-
tion for, response to, and recovery from all haz-
ards, including major disasters and emergencies;
and

(2) State emergency managers and local emer-
gency managers.

(e) QUALIFICATIONS.—Members
under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) individuals involved with providing serv-
ices to children, including health, education,
housing, and other social services, including
grant and entitlement programs;

(2) individuals with experience in emergency
management, including coordination of re-
sources and services among State and local gov-
ernments, the Federal Government, and non-
governmental entities;

(3) individuals with philanthropic experience
focused on the needs of children;

(4) individuals with experience in providing
donated goods and services, including personnel
services, to meet the needs of children and fami-
lies as they relate to preparation for, response
to, and recovery from all hazards, including
major disasters and emergencies; and

(5) individuals who have conducted academic
research into related issues.

(f) APPOINTMENTS.—AIL members of the Com-
mission shall be appointed not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(9) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission shall
meet and begin the operations of the Commis-
sion not later than 120 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(h) QUORUM AND VACANCY.—

(1) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number of members may hold hearings.

(2) VAcAnNcYy.—Any vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall mot affect its powers and shall be
filled in the same manner in which the original
appointment was made.

SEC. 6. DUTIES OF COMMISSION.

The Commission shall—

(1) conduct a comprehensive study that exam-
ines and assesses the needs of children as they
relate to preparation for, response to, and recov-
ery from all hazards, including major disasters
and emergencies, including specific findings re-
lating to—

(A) children’s physical and mental health;

(B) child care, including in private for-profit
and nonprofit settings;

(C) child welfare;

(D) elementary and secondary education;

(E) sheltering, temporary housing, and afford-
able housing;

(F) transportation;

(G) entitlement and grant programs;

(H) juvenile justice;

(I) evacuation; and
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(J) relevant activities in emergency manage-
ment;

(2) identify, review, and evaluate existing law
relevant to the needs of children as they relate
to preparation for, response to, and recovery
from all hazards, including major disasters and
emergencies;

(3) identify, review, and evaluate the lessons
learned from past disasters and emergencies rel-
ative to addressing the needs of children; and

(4) submit a report to the President and Con-
gress on the Commission’s specific findings, con-
clusions, and recommendations to address the
needs of children as they relate to preparation
for, response to, and recovery from all hazards,
including major disasters and emergencies, in-
cluding specific recommendations on the need
for planning and establishing a national re-
source center on children and disasters, coordi-
nation of resources and services, administrative

actions, policies, regulations, financing, and
legislative changes as the Commission considers
appropriate.

SEC. 7. POWERS OF COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may hold
such hearings, meet and act at such times and
places, and receive such evidence as may be nec-
essary to carry out the functions of the Commis-
sion.

(b) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may secure
directly from any executive department, bureau,
agency, board, commission, office, independent
establishment, or instrumentality of the Federal
Government such information, suggestions, esti-
mates, and statistics as the Commission con-
siders necessary to carry out this Act.

(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—On request
of the Chairperson of the Commission, each de-
partment, bureau, agency, board, commission,
office, independent establishment, or instrumen-
tality shall, to the extent authorized by law,
provide the requested information to the Com-
mission

(3) RECEIPT, HANDLING, STORAGE, AND DIS-
SEMINATION.—Information shall only be re-
ceived, handled, stored, and disseminated by
members of the Commission and its staff con-
sistent with all applicable statutes, regulations,
and Executive orders.

(c) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—On
request of the Chairperson of the Commission,
the Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide to the Commission, on a reimbursable basis,
administrative support and other services nec-
essary for the Commission to carry out its du-
ties.

(2) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—In
addition to the assistance provided for under
paragraph (1), departments and agencies of the
United States may provide to the Commission
such services as they may determine advisable
and as authorized by law.

(d) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may enter
into contracts to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this Act.

(e) DONATIONS.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of donations of services or
property.

(f) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission may
use the United States mails in the same manner
and under the same conditions as a department
or agency of the United States.

SEC. 8. STAFF OF COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the
Commission, in consultation with the Vice
Chairperson, in accordance with rules agreed
upon by the Commission, may appoint and fix
the compensation of a staff director and such
other personnel as may be necessary to enable
the Commission to carry out its functions, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of title 5, United
States Code, except that no rate of pay fixed
under this subsection may exceed the equivalent
of that payable for a position at level V of the
Executive Schedule under section 5316 of title 5,
United States Code.
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